


THE GOD OF MORMONISM

The nature and kind of being that God is, is one of the
foundational doctrines of the Christian Faith.

Jesus Christ Himself stated that eternal life was
dependent upon knowning “the only true God” (see
John 17:3).

Not only this, but one of the tests given in the Bible for
a “true prophet” is that prophet must not teach a doc-
trine concerning God contrary to what had already been
revealed in the scriptures (Deuteronomy 13:1-5).

The first Article of Faith in the Mormon Church states:
“We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in His Son,
Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost.”

Although the wording sounds Christian, the LDS
meanings are certainly not.

In order to accurately understand what Mormons
believe about God, we need to examine Mormon Scrip-
tures as well as statements and writings of the leaders of
the Mormon Church who have the authority to explain
the LDS position.

The following information compares and documents a
few of the major differences between “the God of Mor-
monism” and the God of the Bible.

*Photograph is of the Salt Lake City Temple. Taken from the cover of

Sacred Temples, published by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.

GOD WAS ONCE A MAN

Mormon Scripture, the Doctrine and Covenants, gives
us our first difference between Mormonism and Chris-
tianity when it proclaims this about God: “The Father has
a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s; the Son
also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and
bones, but is a personage of spirit. . .” (Section 130:22).

One might ask, Why do they teach God the Father has
a body of flesh and bones? — when the Bible teaches “God
is a Spirit” (John 4:24), and Jesus said “a spirit hath not
flesh and bones” (Luke 24:39).

The answer is found in the founder of Mormonism,
Joseph Smith, who not only claimed to personally see
God the Father and Jesus Christ (recorded in Mormon
Scripture, the Pearl of Great Price), but made these un-
believable assertions about God’s origin:

“God himself was once as we are now, and is
an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder
heavens!.. .for | am going to tell you how God
came to be God. We have imagined and sup-
posed that God wasGod from all eternity. I will
refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that
vou may see. ... he was once a man like us; yea,
that God himself, the father of us all, dwelt on
an earth, the same as Jesus Christ himself did;
...”" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 345,
346)

Because of this official statement by Joseph Smith,
Mormons today readily accept Apostle Bruce R.
McConkie’s statement that God the Father is a “glorified,
exalted, immortal, ressurected Man” (Mormon Doctrine,
1979 edition, p. 643).

The Mormon doctrine that God has not been God
from all eternities past but progessed to become God,
is refuted by the Bible.

Psalms 90 verse 2 declares: “Before the mountains
were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting,
thou art God.”

Furthermore, the Lord God says, “l am God, and not
man” (see Hosea 11:9).

Numbers 23:19 removes any doubt as to God having
been the son of a man who progressed to be an exalted
man: “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the
son of man, that he should repent;...”

MAN MAY BECOME A GOD

Not only do Mormons today believe that God was
once a man, they are also taught they too can become
Gods.



TEACHINGS OF THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH 345

I have the truth of God, and show that ninety-nine out of
every hundred professing religious ministers are false teachers,
having no authority, while they pretend to hold the keys of
God's kingdom on earth, and was to kill them because they are
false teachers, it would deluge the whole world with blood.

1 will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what
God is. I am going to enquire after God; for I want you all
to know him, and to be familiar with him; and if I am bringing
you to a knowledge of him, all persecutions against me ought
to cease. You will then know that I am his servant; for I
speak as one having authority.

God an Exalted Man

I will go back to the beginning before the world was, to
God in the beginning? Open your ears and hear, all ye ends
of the earth, for | am going to prove it to you by the Bible, and
to tell you the designs of God in relation to the human race,
and why He interferes with the affairs of man.

God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted
man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great
secret. If the veil were rent today, and the great God who holds
this world in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and all
things by his power, was to make himself visible.—I say. if you
were to see him today, you would see him like a man in form—
like yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a
man; for Adam was created in the very [ashion, image and
likeness of God, and received instruction from, and walked,
talked and conversed with him, as one man talks and communes
with another.

In order to understand the subject of the dead, for con-
solation of those who mourn for the loss of their friends, it is
necessary we should understand the character and being of
God and how he came to be so; for | am going to tell you
how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed
that God was God from all eternity. 1 will refute that idea,
and take away the veil, so that you may see.

These are incomprehensible ideas to some, but they are
simple. It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a
certainty the Character of God, and to know that we may
converse with him as one man converses with another, and that

A photograph of Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 345,
1977 edition, published by Deseret Book Company. Joseph
Smith claims God was not always God and is an exalted man.

Joseph Smith shocked the world when he laid the
foundation for current LDS teaching when he spoke these
words:

“Here, then, is eternal life — to know the only
wise and true God; and you have got to learn
how to be Gods your-selves, and to be kings
and priests to God, the same as all Gods have
done before you,. .. To inherit the same power,
the same glory and the same exaltation, until
vou arrive at the stationof aGod, . . .” (Teachings
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 346, 347)

The Mormon teaching that God progressed to
become a God as the Gods did before Him, and that
men and women may also become Gods and Goddesses,
is referred to as “eternal progression” and is summed up
in the well known LDS phrase; “As man is, God once
was; as God is, man may be.”

Apostle James Talmage confirms this LDS stand in
his widely circulated LDS doctrinal book, “The Articles
of Faith”:

“In spite of the opposition of the sects, in the
face of direct charges of blasphemy, the
Church proclaims the eternal truth: ‘As man
is, God once was; as God is, man may be’.” (The
Articles of Faith, p. 430)

The Lord God responds: “. . .] am he: before me there
was no God formed, neither shall there be after me”
(Isaiah 43:10).

BILLIONS OF GODS

One of the original apostles of the LDS Church,
Orson Pratt, describes the lineage of God:

“We were begotten by our Father in Heaven;
the person of our Father in Heaven was begot-
ten on a previous heavenly world by His
Father; and again, He was begotten by a still
more ancient Father; and so on, from genera-
tion to generation, from one heavenly world to
another still more ancient, until our minds are
wearied and lost in the multiplicity of genera-
tions and successive worlds,. .."” (Seer, p. 132).

From another Mormon publication Pratt again
establishes how far Mormonism has departed from the
monotheistic teaching of the Bible:

“If we should take a million worlds like this
and number their particles, we should find that
there are more Gods than there are particles
of matter in those worlds.” (Journal of Discourses,
vol. 2, p. 345).
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10’s of thousands of billions of Godsl!

The chain is so endless that Brigham Young, second
prophet of the Mormon Church, said “there never was
a time when there were not Gods. ..” (Journal of Dis.
courses, vol. 7, p. 333).

Although Mormon leaders insist there were Gods
before our God and there will be Gods after our God,
the creator and sustainer of all things, the Lord God
Almighty proclaims: “...I am he: before me there was .
no God formed, neither shall there be after me” (Isaiah .
43:10). |

He further says: “...I am the first, and [ am the last;
and beside me there is no God” (Isaiah 44:6). ‘

If that isn’t clear enough, God even asks the question,
“Is there a God beside me?” He answers, “Yea, there 1
is no God: | KNOW NOT ANY” (see lsaiah 44:8).

If the understanding of God is infinite, as Psalms 147:5
states, and God says he doesn’t even “know” of any
other Gods, how can other Gods exist?

The only honest answer is, indeed, Mormon leaders
are false prophets and false apostles, and those who
follow them are being led away from the only true and
living God. =

ADAM IS GOD

One of the low points of Mormon history was the
teaching that Adam, the first man, is our God, the Father
of Jesus Christ.

This doctrine was introduced by Mormon Prophet
Brigham Young, who after over 20 years of preaching
that Adam is God, openly admonished the Saints about
their unbelief in this doctrine which God Himself revealed
to him:

“How much unbelief exists in the minds of
the Latter-day Saints in regard to one particu-
lar doctrine which I revealed to them, and which
God revealed to me — namely that Adam is our
father and God — . ..” (Deseret News Weekly, June
18, 1873)

John Nuttall, special secretary to President Young,
recorded in his journal that Brigham Young taught
Adam was the Father of Jesus: ‘

“Prest Young was filled with the spirit of God |
& revelation & said. ...Father Adam’s oldest |
son (Jesus the Savior) who is the heir ?I' the |
family is Father Adam’s first begotten in the !
spirit World, who according to the flesh is the
only begotten as it is written.” (“Journal of L. John
Nuttall,” vol. 1, pp. 18-21, entry dated Feb. 7, '1877.——)
taken from a typed copy at Brigham Young University
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DNBIRIT NEIWBS,

June 186.

hard to take thelr

tas
Balnts. I carry jn my pooket a rule
on which the Inches are divided
lnbll‘hl.undnd parta. Buch A rule
woul D
to measure the standing of those
proffemsiug to be Haints who would
refuse to aign a petition to stop
drunkeness. You may differ from
megn your opinlon, aud you have
o perfect right to, and I have the
mme right to dlter from you; but it
Is my opinlon that the man or
woman whose nanie ls upon our
records asa latterday nut, who
would fallowship what we sev and
have to eudure hlnn nlll l.llm time, i
A ve r Nalut lave soIne
nollnur’lm yor shether you Jike

these things, znd who amnong you
willalgna petition to the City Coun-
rllloufap em. | 1oust explain here

that the evils we see in ourcily
are the result of the acts of men
who, though admluistrator of the
law In varlous capacities, insteal
of sustalning the laws, ray, ‘'zl
liquor as 1buch ox yon pleasc, I"nIV
no attention to the Clty Counct
disregard the laws of thiyeity and
Territory, ride over and trumple
them under your fect. and lreak
whatever Jaw the City Couucll may
make.” This Is what our admiois-
trutom of the law say, and to this
causs only can be attributed what-
ever of crline and deflance of Inw
we see manifested herv.

It has been eald that Brother
Rrigham has proffered lils services
to help atop thie liguor traficinthis
city. 1 will suy, that is true, amd L
dJdo It upon the principle of Justive
and truth, and within the bounds
of our Jucal Jaws, and fa no other
way; and if the Inhabitants of this
city are dispoeed to ralso thelr voices
and influeuce against the conduet
we wou here, and the City Councll
passes n law tostop the lrunkenness
sud gambling, they will fiod us—
the citizens—ready to sustalu them
hg' our faitk and works. “‘For lo,
the wicked bend thelr bow, they
make ready thelr arrow upon the
string, that they may privately
shoot at the upright in heart.”

U leave it the people of the
United Btates, to all good cltizeus
from the Atlantio to the Facilic, If
it 13 not Letter to live without gnun-
Lling and drunkennessthan to have
them io our midst' \What wonld
they say If they were te express an
aplulon on the subject? Tho lead-
ln!i portion of thers would sny,' Iet
us have sober, civil corutaunities,”
aud they would rejoice Lo suve the
Ume whien our Presidents, Jaw-roa-
kers,and executors of the law would
live continually with asober, steady
brain, able wJud jbetween right
and wrong, and with willing hearts
and stea ( hands admipixter the
laws Lo Lhix great natlon in righte-
ousness. Will we Latter-day Saluta
slgua petitiva to the Moyor nod
Ci ({ Council to stop thess ¢vilx -
Urely? (Cougregation sald. *‘Yes”
I will lavite all, whether citizens or
strangery, who are lu favar of u peo-
ple Jiviig a sober, staady life,to vote
on this question, If they desire to
do 0. (The congrugation voted
unnoimously lo faver, by showly,
thelr right haods.) Dous an 'body

want tn vate aeninet 117 Tu thure

, in my oplnfon, | to

Ing b . 1 want the Whort
to go to and find out bow many In
Ihu‘: wards will o -rpono the
City Council, ssking ftsa membler
s law for tho suppromion of
lyuor selliug and enfurce the pre-
sent aw againat gambling. I sam
tbaolkful that I have the privilege
and am willing t~ put my name at
the head ofsuch & paper, for 1 am
opposed to these thinga At the
present time it seere Lo be impoe-
sible for l:o Ouby Co{uu{: Lo )icense
le to keep bars for the accom-
mmm of strangurs. They would
be gl.i to 1lo 8o, and would be rea-
sousble with those who wanted
them, but owing to clrcumstaiices
it does seem that owr citizens will
be bound to stop the whole of It, or
olne Jot a fow .f’a. over every Taw
euacted for the preservation of the
peace and good order of the city.
I wnnuﬁ‘ to make o few remarks

riests snd Je—would follow af.

r. Whon’z I declare this? In
the elties of New York, Albany
Boston, throughout the United
Htates and in England. Have |
seen Lhis fulfilled?
the people that as true as God lived,
if they would pot have truth they
would have error sent unto them,
and they would Lelleve it What
is the nystery of it?

The Christian world read of, and
thiok much about, BL Paul, also
BL Peter, the chief of the Aposties.
These men were falthful toaad
magnified the priesthood while en
the earth. Now, where will be the
mysiery, after tv have
through all the ordeals, and bhave
been crowned and exslled, and re-
celved their inheritances in the
elernal ‘worlds of glory, for them to
be sent forth, as ods have been

upon the subject hed upon by
my brother, but I shall not have
the timu. I frequently thiuk,in my
wneditatious, how glad we whould
bu to Inatruct the world with regand
to the tl:ings of God, If they would
hear, and receive our teachingm in
vod and houest bearts and profit
by them. 1 have beeu found fault
with s great many times for cypting
refiectionys upon men of scieuce, and
especially upon theologiaue, because
of the little knowledge they pow.ess
obout man Lelog oo the earth,
about the earth Itself, about our
Father 1n heaven, hia Bon Jesus
Christ, the order of hnvean
things the laws br which augels
exiat, by which the worlds were
created and are held in existence,
. How pleased we would Le to
Ince these things before the psop)
f they would receive thewm!
mugh unbelief in the g

NOW,

A 0 I care no-
thiug about . Our Father Adam

re,

helped o make this earth, it was
created exJ)m-ly for bim, and aftor
it was made he and his companions
came here. He bmught oue of his
wives with him,and she was called

Eve, because sho was the first wo- | 4

man unon the earth. Our Father
Adaru {s the man who standsat the
ate and holds the keys of everlast-
n! Ife and salvation to all hix
chlldren who have or who ever will
come upon the earth. I hiave been
found fault with by the ininisters
of religion because I havs sald that
they were ignorant But I could
not Aind any maa on the earth who
could te)l me this, although 1t ls
one of the *aimplest thlugs fu the
world, until 1 met and talked with
Ju-qu‘\ Bmith. s it a grea} mystery
that the earth exists? In it great
mystory, that the world can not
nolve, that 10an ls on the eurth”
Yes, It Ia; but o whom? To the

norant—those who kuow nothing
about it. 1t Is uo mystery to thone
who uoderstard. 1a it o myatery
Lo the Christlan world that Jesus
Is the Bon of God, and atill the wop

g | of man? Yo it s, It ls bidden from

thero, snd thia fulfils the b\ ript,
—"If' goapel be hid. 1t Ia hid to

for ever nndk ever, with the com-
0 1

®y 1 an earth,
and ‘maple 1t wuhtgour uwp ehil-
dreu?” "Do you think Lbe starry

heavens arc golug Lo fall? Do the
Christian world or the hesthen
world think that all thiugr are go-
ing to be wmﬁnd up, consumed,
and anufhiiated in eternal flames”
Oh fools, and slow of Leart o be-
lleve the t things that God has
purpowed {b hin own mind!

My brothicr eald that God s as we arr.
Ile cﬂd nol wvau thase wards to he litenally
miderstuod  Ifc muant shinply, that la
oor organizution wa have all tbe proper-
tles Incmi ryo in our lodies that our Fa-

ther hae lu hils, and l.mllla‘llcmlly.
sorislly, by ihe spirit snd Ly the fleah we
arc hls chlldren. Do yun think that Ged,

wbo holds the etcrnltirs in his hands aad
can Ao all things at hia pleasare. s mol
rspabicof send.ng furth his own chlldren,
and fonuing Lbls 8cal for bls vwn offe) .
Whem 1s the mystery In this® o sy
that Father Alsm came here and belped
W make the eartd. Who Is be! Hels
hael, a greal prince, and It was sald

Miel 3
UJ blo by Elohelm, “Go yc and mske an

th." What is the grrst mystery about
e camc and formecd the earld
Ucologists Loll us that It was bere millions

of yearsago  low do thcy hnow?
knuw vothing shout 1. Bat sep 1t
waa bere, what of It' Adam found it In

& state uf chaos, unorganized and inrom-
plete. PdUosophers, aguin,in lalking of the
devciopment of the prodnc's of the earid,
for lnslance, in the vepvtable kingdom,
say the llitle Slures grew firsl, then the
larger vegectalion. When Lhls preparatury

orders of the auimal creation; and Gnall>
man appearsd. No maticr whether thesr
notlons are true or mok, 1hey are more or
less spoculative. Adam came bere and
gotitop lo a shaps tbat wook! sull him
to commencc buslpess. What is the L
wystery aboot ItY Nome, tbat I
scen. The mystery In this, se wi

mirseles, or apything . 1a ooly te
Lhose wbo are Ignorsnh. ; Fatber Adam
su\u_\e here, and thea Lh L pls wi

" -

aw™ He wal e Brel mau on

AkCY
w ¢ Belp o) rou, broaght it
n

0

Into exlatence. Then he sald, '
cblldren who are o Y6

o) L\ 3

—TWas ALTUT T recel

S0¥ eXAlLillop. | bave Uhe priviloge of ex-
cndlog my work, and tolts increpse therr
wll) be no ead. I want U

BT Belr o may Davea b .
leroacle ov': digllha Pplace uol'l.l:a
and where is (he mystery?

Now for mother "u. ‘Toe evll prioe)
always bas and always wlli exlet. 'J‘:

A photograph of a portion of the Deseret News, June 18, 1873.
Brigham Young confirms that “Adam is our Father and God.”
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There was so much turmoil over the Adam-God
doctrine that it has since been completely abandoned,
Modern Mormon leaders have now labeled it “false
doctrine” and a “heresy.”

One of the most devastating blows to Mormonism in
modern times concerning the Adam-God doctrine,
was dealt by the late Apostle, Bruce R. McConkie.

In a personal letter addressed to BYU professor,
Eugene England, Apostle McConkie made this shocking
admission which the leadership of the Mormon Church
have avoided for years:

“Yes, President Young did teach that Adam
was the father of our spirits, and all therelated
things that the cultists ascribe to him. This
[Brigham Young's teaching on Adam)], however, is
not true. He expressed views that are out of
harmony with the gospel.” (Letter dated Feb. 19,
1981, page 6)

To make matters even worse, McConkie states:

“I repeat: Brigham Young erred in some of
his statements on the nature and kind of being
that God is and as to the position of Adam in
the plan of salvation, . . .If we choose to believe
and teach the false portions of his doctrines we
are making an election that will damn us.”
(McConkie’s letter, page 7).

Although Apostle McConkie continued to maintain
that Brigham Young was a “mighty prophet,” there
can be no doubt among “thinking” people, that indeed,
Brigham Young was a “false prophet” who attempted
to lead his people after another god.

The Bible warns of the danger in following a false
prophet: “The ancient and honorable, he is the head,
and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail. For the
leaders of this people cause them to err, and they that
are led of them are destroyed” (Isaiah 9:15-16).

GOD IS MARRIED

Because Mormons believe in modern revelation out-
side the Bible, they readily accept the LDS teaching that
God has a wife in heaven. ‘

Apostle Bruce McConkie confirmed this teaching
when he wrote: X

“This doctrine that there is a Mother_ in
Heaven was affirmed in plainness by the FI.I'St
Presidency of the Church (Joseph F. Smlt!l.
John R. Winder, and Anthon H. Lund) whe.n. n
speaking of pre-existence and the origin of
man, they said that ‘man, as a spirit, was

begotten and born of heavenly parents, and
reared to maturity in the eternal mansions of
the Father,’ that man is the ‘offspring of celes-
tial parentage,’ and that ‘all men and women
are in the similitude of the universal Father
and Mother, and are literally the sons and
daughters of Deity’ ” (Mormon Doctrine, p. 516).

According to Mormonism, this means that Jesus
Christ, Lucifer, the demons, angels, and every person
that has been born or ever will be born on planet earth
was conceived by a heavenly mother and her husband,
God the Father.

Unfortunately for the Mormon position, the Bible
does not teach that God is married or that we were
children of heavenly parents in a pre-existence.

Rather than teaching a pre-existent life for man, the
Bible says that God “formeth the spirit of man within
him” (Zechariah/2:1) and not within a heavenly mother.

Furthermore, we must become “children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus” (see John 1:12 & Gal. 3:26).

GOD IS A POLYGAMIST

Since Mormonism considers polygamy a righteous
principle and even accuses God of commanding
polygamy (see Doctrine and Covenants Section 132), it
was an easy step to further charge God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ with having many wives.

One of the original apostles of the Mormon Church,
Orson Pratt, unashamedly proclaimed:

“...the great Messiah who was the founder
of the Christian religion, was a polygamist, . . .
the Messiah chose to take upon himself his
seed; and by marrying many honorable wives
himself, show to all future generations that he
approbated the plurality of Wives. ..God the
Father had a plurality of wives,. . .the Son
followed the example of his Father, and
became the great Bridegroom to whom kings’
daughters and many honorable Wives were to
be married. We have also proved that both God
the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ inherit
their wives in eternity as well in in time;...”
(The Seer, p. 172)

Not only have Mormon leaders taught that heaven is
inhabited by polygamists, but Brigham Young pro-
claimed polygamy was essential to salvation. He made
this statement in 1866: “The only men who become
Gods, even the Sons of God, are those who enter into
polygamy” (Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p. 269).




178 OELESTTAL

the five virgins are actually virgins or
females who are to be m’r.ndrct‘o the
Bridegroom, then all the rest of the
saints would cobstitute the guesta,
Are not these five wise virgins the
“ honorable Wives” which the Paalm-
int niments the Son of God as hav-

¥ from among king's daughters!
n%%om tb:‘l{u-gg in t{e for‘fyhm
Paalm, it will be seen that the
!-_v'lhvhgv-dnm“é i
! igion, was a Pol j
82 well as the Patriarch Jacob
x:phet David from whom He desoen-
sccording to the flesh. Paul says
concerning Jesus, “Verily he took not
on him the nature of angels ; but he took
on him the seed of Abrabam.” (Heb.
2:16) Abraham the Polyzamist,
being a friend of God, f-muh
chose to take upon himself his ;
sod b ng _many hovorable
wives w to ture gen-
erations that he approbated the plu-
rality of Wives under the Christian
dispensation, as well as under the dis-
pemsations in which His Polrgamist
anocestors lived.

We have now clearly shown that
God the Father bad a plurality of
wives one or more being In eternity,
by whom He t our spirits as well

88 the spirit of Jesus His First Born,
and another being upon the earth by
whom He begat tho tabernacle of Je-
ens, as His Only Begotten in this
world. We have also proved most

m n E El’ ed. 20
proved that both God the Father and
our Lord Jesus Christ inherit their
wives in_eternity as well as in Gime:
and that God ie Father has already

n many thousand millions of
sons and daughters and sent them into
this world to take tabernacles; and
that God the Son has the promise
that “ of the increase of his government
there shiall be no end ;" it being cxpres-
Jy declared that the children of one of
ﬁio Queens should be made Princes in
sll the earth. (Bce Pmalm 45: 16.)

Jesus says there shall be weeping

MARRIAGR.

and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall
see Abrabam, and Isass, and’ Jaco
and all the prophets in the kingdom of
God, and you yourselves thrust out.”
gmh 13: 28.{ There are many in
is fanmtion 20 pious that they
would consider themselves greatly dis-
graced 1o be obliged to associate with
& man having a plurality of Wives ;
would it not be well for such to desire
a place separate from the kingdom of
God, that they may not be contamina-
ted with the society of these old Po-

lygamists ! Mﬂlmﬁitjog‘l]‘mo
‘B*MLMQ_L&_&
Christendom to see

i

braham and his wiv acob an

8 wives, Jesus and onorable
wives, all eating occasion y at the
same table, and visiting one another,
aud conversing about their numerous
children and their kingdoma. Ob, ye
delicate ladies of Christendom, how
can you endure such a scene as tlia!
Oh, what will you do, when you behold
on the very gates of the holy Jerusa-
lem the names of the Twelve sons of the
four wives of the Polygamist Jacob 1
If you do not want your morals cor-
rupted, and your delicate ears shocked,
and your pious modesty put to the
blush by the society o{ polygamists
and their wives, do not venture uear
the boly Jerusalemn, nor come near the
New E,;nh; for Polyg:mim will be
honored there, and will be among the
chief rulers in that Kingdom. i

Peter says, Likewise ye wives be in
subjection to your own husbands,
® @& & & even as Sarah obeyed
Abraham, calling him Lord: whose
dsughters ye are, as long as Tze
do well” (1 Peter 3: 1, 6.) The
females in the first of Christianity
considered it a great honor to become
the dsughters of Abrahsm, but now
they have become so righteous that
they think it s disgrace to bo found
in the society of a Po!y{nmll}; aod
o douby, they would think their char-
actens ruined for ever, if nn{ one should
be so immodest as to csll them the
daughters of the Polygamist Abrabam.
But we will tell them bow to avoid this

deep disgrace ; they can ceaso to do
welr; fo.rml’el.er says that it is only on

A photograph of The Seer, page 172. Apostle Orson Pratg says
that both God the Father and Jesus Christ are polygamists.

Although these unbelieva’b'le teachings were openly
taught by the highest authorities of the LDS Church, for
the most part, modern Mormon leaders have chosen to
remain silent on the fact except to say that God IS
ma’lrl:ee%ible nowhere teaches that,Gpd is a polygamist
or that polygamy is a righteous principle.

Following the creation of Adam and Eve, God gave
the standard: “Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his WIFE. ..”

(Genesis 2:24).

3 GODS TO US?

Generally speaking, when Mormons refer to God they
are speaking of God the Father.

Mormons do not believe in the “trinity” but rather
teach that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are 3
separate Gods.

Apostle Bruce McConkie explains:

“Three separate personages — Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost — comprise the Godhead. As
each of these persons is a God, it is evident,
from this standpoint alone, that a plurality of
Gods exists. To us, speaking in the proper
finite sense, these three are the only Gods we
worship’ (Mormon Doctrine, pp. 576, 577).

Actually, there is one other person whom Mormoms
consider a God that pertains to this world — the Mother
God.

Even Apostle McConkie admits that “Godhood is
not for men only; it is for men and women together”
(Mormon Doctrine, p. 844).

Although she has obtained “Godhood,” Mormons
ﬁre not officially encouraged to pray to her or worship

er.

In reality, her Godhood amounts to very little even
though she is considered our “Heavenly Mother.”

The Bible, on the other hand, nowhere teaches three
or four Gods pertaining to this world that we worship,
but rather it proclaims ONE living and true God who
exists in three persons. The Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost.

Truly, this God is the LORD in whom the scriptures
say:

“...the Lord he is God in heaven above, and upon
the earth beneath: there is none else.” (Deuteronomy

39 4&,0 «0,ewé &4
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GOD — CHARGED WITH INCEST

One of the extreme teachings of the Mormon Church
which separates it from histo

ric Christianity is its view
of the part God the Father played in the birth of Jesus
Christ.

Today, the Mormon Church
has a body of flesh and bon
was the result of ©
Father and Mary.

Brigham Young made it very plain that the birth of
Jesus was not by the Holy Ghost:

“When the Virgin Mary conceived the child

Jesus, the Father had begotten him in
likeness. He was not be

Ghost.” (Journal of Discours

In a sermon given a few y
this teaching by stating:

“The birth of the Savior was as natur
the births of our children;
natural action. He partoo
— was begotten of his Fat
fathers.” (Journal of Discou

Apostle Bruce R. McConk
took place between God t
similar terms:

“Christ was begotten by an Immortal Father
in the same way that mortal men are begotten
by mortal fathers.” (Mormon Doctrine, 1979 edition,
p. 547)

Apostle Orson Pratt, one of the original Apostles of the
LDS Church, was even more specific and makes these
unbelievable assertions:

“Therefore, the Father and Mother of Jesus,
according to the flesh, must have been asso-
ciated together in the capacity of Husband and
Wife; hence the Virgin Mary must have been,
for the time being, the lawful wife of God the
Father;...Inasmuch as God was the first
husband to her, it may be that He only gave her
to be the wife of Joseph while in this mortal
state, and that He intended after the resurrec-
tion to again take her as one of his own wives
to raise up immortal spirits in eternity.” (Seer,
1853, p. 158)

If this teaching is to be accepted, not only would you
have to disregard the Bible as well as your own con-
science, but honesty would indicate: . '

1. Mary could not have been a virgin after this

experience.

teaches God the Father
es, and the birth of Jesus
natural action” between God the

his own
gotten by the Holy
es, vol. 1, p. 50)

ears later, he reinforced

al as are
it was the result of
k of flesh and blood
her as we were of our
rses, vol. 8, p. 115)

ie describes the act that
he Father and Mary in
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e, nind sublime attribites which are
I.rrfv:.-(ml in all their fulness in them-
N‘l\\‘n.

1€ nono bt Geds will be permitted

to_multiply inmortal c‘nillllrvn, w fol

) : God must have one or
L(:::v“\lvnltv;‘frh(}nd, the Father of our
nlnrha. Tecame the Fllher of our Lord
Jesus Christ nrcordmgl to the flesh.
Hence, the Father saith concerning
him, “ Thou art my Son, this day have

1 begotten thee”  We are informed in |

the first chapter of Luke, that Mury
was chosen by the Father as a chnice
virgin, through whom He begu Jesus.
The angel said uuto the Virgin Mary,
“Tho ﬁ:.ly Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore, also,
that holy thing which shall Lo bo!'n 0'!'
thee shall be called the Son of God.
After the power of the Highest had
overshadowed Mary, and she had by
that means conccived, she reluted the
circnmstance to hor cousin Elizul-ct.h
in_the following words: “Tle that is
Mighty hath dono to me great things;
and loly is His name™ It xcems from
this rolution tlhat the Hul?' Ghost ac-
companicd “the Highest” when He
overshadowed the Virgin Mary und
begat Jesus; and from this circum-
stauce some have supposed that the
body of Jesus was lewotten of the
Holy Gliost without the instrumental-
ity of the immedinte presence of the
Futher.  There is no doubt that the
Loly Ghost eame upon Mury to sanc-
tify her, ind mako ‘wr holy, and pre-
Jare her to endure the glorious presency
of “the Iighest” that when * e
’houll “overshadow” her sho might
conevive, being filled with the Holy
Ghont; hence the angel said, us re-
corded in Matthew, “"That which i
conceived in ler ia of the Ioly Ghost"
that s, the Holy Ghost ‘;rnvu her
strength to abide ‘the presence of the
Father without being consumed ; hat
it was the personage of the Father
who begat the bmi‘y of Jesus; and
for this reason Jusus s called * (he
Only Begotten of the Father V" that
in, the only one in this world whoso
fleslly body was bogutten by the
Father, Thore wero millious of sous

MARRIAGR,

and danghters whom Ile begat Lofore
the foundation of this world, but the:
were spirits, and not beelica of A
and bonea; wherens, both the apirit
and body of Jesus were begotten by
tho Father—the apirit having  been
bezzotten in lenven many ages Infore
the tabemunele wis Legutten apon tho
varth,

1 fleshly by of Jeeus required
woll as a Fatler. re-
according to the flesh “minst hiave

1ated togetlier in_the capacity of
‘ﬁulbnnd Anﬂ 'W;]o . hence ﬁ s:
Mary_must have ;ﬂ\ for the time
being, the la wife » t
Father: we uso the ferm
bocause it would be blasphemous in
the highest degree to say that e
overshadowed lLier or the Saviour
unlawfully. It would have been un-
Inwful for any man to have interfored
with Mary, who was already espoused
to Joseph; for such a heinous crime
would have subjected both the guilty
parties to death, accurding to the law
of Moses. But God having crested
all men and women, liad the nicst
fect right to do with ITis own creation,
according to Iis holy will and pleasure :
1y had o lawful right to overshadow

0 wWaus _ospoused to another ; for the

law whicli Tle gave to govern men
and women was not intended to guv-
ern inself, or to preseribe rules for
lis own conduet. ll was also lawful
in 1, after having thus dealt with
Mary, to @ivo her to Joseph her es-
Lmu.\«] husband.  Whotber God the
“ather gave Mary to Juseph for time
only, or for tune and cteruity, we are

not informed.  Inasmuoch as God w

2 flist Liysband to her, it may be th
only gnve her 10 bo the wife o

Joseph while n this mort Mate,
that He mtended alter the resurrection
to_agnin_tuke Tier as one of his own
Nives (o raise up immortal spints Tn

elernity,
Xe T3 the Father bogat the flashly
body of Josua, so He, betore the world

bugan, bogat his apint.  As the body
required an carthly Mother, so hia

A photograph of The Seer, page 158. Apostle Orson Pratt
reveals that God the Father and Mary, the mother of Jesus,
“associated together in the capacity of Husband and Wife "
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2. God the Father is an adulterer — be
ing to Mormon teaching he alread
one wife and was unfaithful with M

3. Mary is an adulteress because s
to Joseph.

4. God the Father would have to
incest, because Mormonism tea
daughter of God the Father fro
existence.

The Bible describes teachers

such doctrines:

cause accord-
v had at least
ary.

he was engaged

be charged with
ches Mary is the
m a so-called pre-

who will come and teach

“But there were false prophets also among
the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies,. . And many shall follow

their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of truth shall be ev

% il spoken of.” (Il Peter 2:1,
The Bible, on the other hand, portrays a Holy, miracu-
lous rather than natural view of the conception of Christ.
Not only does the Bible prophesy that the mother of
Jesus will be a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), but this is fulfilled
in the New Testament, the conception being the result of
supernatural intervention “of the Holy Ghost”:

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise: when as his mother Mary was espoused
to Joseph, before they came together, she was
Sound with child of the Holy Ghost.. . . . for that
which is conceivedin her is of the Holy Ghost.”
(Matthew 1:18, 20)

GOD IS LIMITED

In at least 2 respects, the God of Mormonism is quite
limited.

As mentioned earlier, Mormons believe that God has
a “body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s."’

Considering the vast expanse of the universg, this God
can only be personally present in a very limited area at
any one time. . (h

LDS Apostle, John Widtsoe, explains that ?one of the
members of the godhead is omnipresent: “As a p(;\r-
sonage, the Holy Ghost cannot any more than tns
Father and Son be everywhere ’|])6r)esent in perso

idences and Reconciliations, p. , o

(Egiitrary to Mormonism, the qu.of the Bltl):)ledlsoc‘:f
vastly different being who is NQT limited by 2.!24;) y
flesh and bones since He is Spirit (see John”4;j .miah

This is why God can “fill heaven and earthd( ellrjv e
23:24), and yet He is so personal that He carfzo\;/e
believers (Il Corinthians 6:16, Revelation 3:20).
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Another area where the Mormon god is limited,is
i i wer.
Col':/lcoe:r':cr)‘gshlasrsotaughl that God does not have the
power to create anything from nothing,' but canholr;‘:z
“organize,” or build with a\c/’ailaZIe rrlxatenals, much li
with wood and nails. ‘

: (ilaorz:;l:egrgic:ﬁ? founder of Mormonism, limits God in
thf‘slef ;I::ldtsell them that God made the world out
of something, they will call you a fool. But Iam
learned, and know more tlll.l'l all the wo!'ld put
together....God had matcr,al- to organize tb‘e
world out of chaos — chaotic matter, which is
element, and in which dwells all tlle' glory.
Element had an existence from the time .Iuc
had. The pure principles of element are prin-
ciples which can never be dc-h:oycd; they may
be organized and re-orgamzc-d, but mnot
destroyed. They had no beginning, and can
have no end.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, pp. 350-352) .

The Bible presents a far superior God who is not
limited to simply make or “organize,” but Who alone
can “create.”

Genesis 1:1 states; “In the beginning God CREATED
the heaven and earth.”

The Psalmist wrote that God had only to speak and it
was done: “By the word of the Lord were the heavens
made; and all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth” (Psalms 33:6).

Truly, truly, “the Lord God omnipotent reigneth”
(Revelation 19:6).

BOOK OF MORMON
CONTRADICTS MORMONISM

Strange as it may seem, current LDS doctrine has
even departed from the teachings found in the Book
of Mormon.

Joseph Smith claimed the Book of Mormon contained
the “fulness” of the everlasting gospel (Doctrine and
Covenants, 27:5), and “a man would get nearer to God by
abiding by its precepts, than by any other book” (Teach-
ings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 194).

Yet the Book of Mormon teaches there is only “one
God” (Alma 11:26-29, Ether 2:8), and that God has
always been God (Moroni 8:18, Moroni 7:22).

Furthermore, it teaches the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost are ONE God (2 Nephi 31:21, Mormon 7:7), and
that God is a Spirit (Alma 18:26-28).
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Its pages also do not contain the doctrine that men
may become Gods.

To make matters even worse, the Book of Mormon
nowhere says that God is married, and it consistently
condemns polygamy (Jacob 2:23-27,Mosiah 11:2).

It seems almost unbelievable that Mormons claim
to have a powerful “burning in the bosom” testimony
that the Book of Mormon is true, yet refuse to believe
what the Book of Mormon teaches.

This is true with many major LDS doctrines.

Sad to say, most Mormons are unaware their doc-
trines have undergone such drastic change.

CONCLUSION

Even from this brief examination of what Mormons
are taught about God, it is overwhelmingly apparent
that “The God of Mormonism”is definitely not the God
of the Bible.

The tragedy of erring on such a basic, foundational
doctrine, can be likened to the foolish man who built
his house upon the sand; and the scriptures say, “and
great was the fall of it” (Matthew 7:27).

Marvelously, the true God in His Mercy and Grace, will
forgive those who turn from error and trust in Him.

What a joy and peace it is to those who say as Joshua
of old, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”
(Joshua 24:15).

If you would like further information
concerning Mormonism, or if this
tract has been a blessing to you,

write:

MINISTRIES

P.O. Box 20195
El Cajon, Calif. 92021

For 24-hour tape-recorded message
Call (619) 447-4LDS
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